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March 13 a full-fledged revolution broke out in
Vienna.

On March 15, while Kossuth was in Vienna
presenting his 12 points to the Habsburg mon-
archy, students in Budapest armed only with
Kossuth’s reforms seized control in what has
come to be known as the bloodless revolution.
The following day the Hungarian delegation,
led by Kossuth, submitted Hungary’s demands
before Emperor-King Ferdinand. The Austrian
monarch quickly agreed to the points, prompt-
ing the Hungarian Diet to put the revolutionary
reforms into effect. Thus, Hungary’s future
was forever influenced as the result of a
peaceful, lawful revolution.

The Hungarian Diet immediately began to
work nonstop to pass new laws. By April the
Diet had passed 31 progressive measures,
which essentially amounted to a new constitu-
tion. These ‘‘April laws’’ attempted to provide
for the needs of a nation moving towards
modernization.

Unfortunately, Hungarians did not have long
to experience * * * government were intent on
squashing any semblance of Hungarian inde-
pendence. On September 10, Baron Jelacic,
with encouragement from the Habsburgs, led
40,000 Croatian troops across the Hungarian
frontier. Hungary, led by Kossuth, was in the
process of building up its army, and initially
lost several battles to the invaders. Finally,
General Arthur-Gorgey, who was to become
one of Hungary’s greatest generals, was given
control of the Hungarian army. By April 1849
Gorgey’s military brilliance and the tremen-
dous bravery of the elite Hungarian Honved
troops had driven all of the invaders out of
Hungary, and Hungary had officially declared
its independence from Austria.

The Habsburg’s were humiliated and forced
to call on Russian Czar Nicholas I for assist-
ance in bringing the now independent Hungary
back under Austrian control. As a result, Hun-
gary’s independence was short-lived because
in June, 1849, a joint Austrian-Russian offen-
sive overwhelmed the valiant Hungarian de-
fenders. On August 13, Gorgey’s forces laid
down their arms before the Russians at
Vilagos. Kossuth was forced to flee his be-
loved homeland and would live the rest of his
life travelling the world to gain support for
Hungary’s cause. In a speech made prior to
his departure, Kossuth said, ‘‘My principles
were those of George Washington. I love you,
Europe’s most loyal nation.’’

Although, the Hungarian revolution of 1848
did not end in prolonged independence for
Hungary, it did result in at least one very
noble achievement. The revolution prevented
the Austrian government from revoking the
emancipation of the peasants and all other
unfree persons in the Habsburg’s empire. For
this historic accomplishment and for striving
towards the ideal of the American Revolution,
Hungarians and Americans of Hungarian de-
cent should always be proud. I join with the
strong Hungarian-American population in the
downriver communities to celebrate the Hun-
garian revolution of 1848, truly an important
turning point in the history of the Hungarian
nation.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, The headline of an
article in today’s The Hill says it all: ‘‘Soft
Money Soars as Campaign Reform Falters.’’

As an unyielding supporter of campaign fi-
nance reform, I am sickened by what the arti-
cle goes on to discuss, ‘‘The soft money ex-
plosion is a result of campaign officials find-
ings innovative ways to channel the sup-
posedly non-federal money into congressional
campaigns. Campaign officials are boasting of
their fundraising prowess: But this has reform-
ers fearing that the growing stream of soft
money into Democratic and Republican con-
gressional committees has turned into a
mighty river that threatens to flood the political
system’s banks.’’

Soft money contributions are unlimited and
the congressional campaign committees in
1997 set a soft money raising record of more
than $30 million. As campaign finance reform
has once again died in the Senate, and gasps
for life in the House of Representatives, the
fundraising machine gets more and more out
of control.

Mr. Speaker, the problem is clear, there is
too much money involved in the campaigns.
The influence of money has created the ap-
pearance that special interests rule the demo-
cratic process. People no longer believe they
have a voice in their government. I urge you
to schedule a vote on campaign finance re-
form on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives. We must act soon. The people of west-
ern Wisconsin have told me to continue the
fight until you agree to allow a vote. The peo-
ple refuse to take ‘‘no’’ for an answer.
f
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
March 4, 1998 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT CONGRESS

One thing I have found over the years is
that people aren’t hesitant to tell me what
they think about Congress. Many of the
public’s comments and complaints are very
perceptive and right on the mark. People are
quite right, for example, that Congress has
difficulty thinking long-term and that our
campaign financing system is a mess. But
often what I hear shows an inadequate grasp
of what Congress does and how it works. Mis-
conceptions about Congress can erode con-
fidence in government and weaken civic in-
volvement.

Some Examples: The criticisms of Con-
gress are numerous.

Ethics standards: People will often say
that Congress’ ethics standards have de-
clined and that large numbers of Members
are dishonest and corrupt. Certainly some
Members engage in improper conduct, yet
most experts on congress would say that
congressional ethics has improved consider-

ably over the years. When I came to Con-
gress, there was no House ethics committee,
no written code of conduct, and no financial
disclosure requirements. Members could ac-
cept lavish gifts form special interests and
convert campaign contributions to personal
use, and were rarely punished for personal
corruption. None of that would be tolerated
today.

Special interest money. Americans hear all
the stories about the enormous amount of
fundraising Members must do today and be-
lieve that Congress is a ‘‘bought’’ institu-
tion. It is clear that the ‘‘money chase’’ has
gotten out of hand, and that we ignore this
problem at our own peril. I would be the last
to say that contributions have no impact on
a Member’s voting record. But there are
many influences that shape Members’ voting
decisions—including their assessment of the
arguments, the opinions of experts, their
party’s position, and, most importantly,
what their constituents want. Members
know that if they don’t vote the way their
constituents want, they simply won’t be re-
elected.

Impact of Congress: People will often say
that Congress’ actions have little or no im-
pact on their daily lives, even as they receive
their Social Security checks, drink safe
water, drive on the interstates, attend col-
lege through student loans, or use the Inter-
net. Many aren’t aware of the overall spend-
ing priorities of Congress, thinking that
most federal spending goes to welfare, for-
eign aid, or defense, when in fact the biggest
chunk, by far, goes to programs for older
Americans like Social Security and Medi-
care. Such misconceptions can make na-
tional policy debates all the more difficult.

Members out of touch: Most Americans
feel that Members don’t pay much attention
to what their constituents want. My experi-
ence is that most Members are acutely aware
of their constituents’ views. They are in con-
stant contact with constituents and go to
great lengths to solicit their views. They re-
turn home most weekends, and closely follow
local opinion through staff reports, polling
results, and local news reporting. Indeed, the
reverse contention may be closer to the
mark, that Members today pay almost too
much time noticing every ‘‘blip’’ in the pub-
lic opinion polls and thinking about what
will play well in the next election rather
than what would be good for the country.

Perks and pay: Many people complain
about Members always looking out for their
own perks and pay, enriching themselves at
the taxpayer’s expense. Almost daily some-
one will contact my office upset that Mem-
bers receive free medical care or don’t pay
income taxes or contribute to Social Secu-
rity—none of which is true. Suffice it to say
that Members are acutely aware that their
pay and benefits are highly sensitive politi-
cally. Over the years Congress has elimi-
nated many special benefits, and it should
continue to do so. People are surprised to
hear that since I’ve been in Congress, Mem-
ber pay has not even kept up with inflation.
My current pay is $20,000 less than if my 1965
pay had been adjusted to inflation.

Slow, messy processes: People don’t like
Congress’ slow, messy, ponderous processes,
which allow bills to be buried in committee
or stalled through lengthy floor debates. We
certainly need to streamline the operations
of Congress, but we misunderstand the role
of Congress if we think it should be a model
of efficiency and quick action. The founding
fathers never intended it to be. They clearly
understood that one of the key roles of Con-
gress is to slow down the process—to allow
tempers to cool and to encourage delibera-
tion, so that unwise or damaging laws are
not enacted in the heat of the moment.

Constant bickering: One of the most fre-
quent complaints I hear about Congress is
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that Members spend too much time arguing
and bickering. There clearly has been too
much partisan wrangling in recent years, but
people often don’t understand that Congress
is designed to allow contentious debates on
the major policy issues of the day. In a coun-
try as large and remarkably diverse as ours,
one of the key roles of Congress is to act as
a sounding board for all the diverse groups in
our society. Allowing all sides a chance to be
heard as we try to reach a consensus on a
long list of difficult issues means that the
debate may at times be contentious, but it
also helps to keep our country from coming
apart at the seams.

Conclusion: Public misconceptions about
Congress aren’t simply of interest to aca-
demics. In our representative democracy
they have a major impact on how well our
system of government works. They lead to
public feelings of mistrust and alienation,
and give rise to cynicism about government
in general and Congress in particular. Re-
storing confidence in government requires
both improved performance by government
and improved understanding of its role.

Congress is a complex, important, and fas-
cinating institution, with both strengths and
weaknesses. I am impressed almost daily
with the way it tackles difficult problems
and acts as a national forum in developing a
consensus. I am particularly impressed with
the role it has played in creating and main-
taining a nation more free than any other.
Ensuring that the American people have an
accurate understanding of Congress’ role in
national governance and its strengths and
weaknesses is one of our most important
challenges in the years ahead. We need to get
Americans to think twice about the role of
Congress and its impact on their lives.

f
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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, the health of the national forests in
Colorado and the economies of rural commu-
nities are at risk from current national forest
management practices. Severe threats from
fire, insects and disease endanger the forests
and the health, happiness and well-being of
the citizens of Colorado. While properly uti-
lized timber harvests can effectively contribute
to restoring the health of forests, timber pro-
grams on the national forests have been al-
most completely eliminated in Colorado.

Many scientists believe that Colorado has
more, and older, trees now than at any time
in recorded history. The health and capacity of
Colorado’s forests is directly related to the vol-
ume of timber harvested. Without proper man-
agement, thinning or prescribed burns, timber
inventory accumulates to the point where
growth is impeded, and stands become sus-
ceptible to wildfires, beetle infestations and
disease. The proper harvests add valuable
and essential resources to the economy while
reducing the potential for catastrophic fires by
eliminating dangerously high levels of fuels.

Mr. Speaker, the motivation of the Forest
Service these days seems to be driven not by
what is best for the forest, but by what group
protests the loudest. Meanwhile, timber budg-
ets and timber sales decline and administra-
tive costs escalate. Directing funds away from
timber budgets negates forest management

plans, undermines public input into the proc-
ess, and harms the forest ecosystem. Such
impediments to the Forest Service mission
have resulted in a de facto policy of reduced
use, increased risk of wildfires, and deteriorat-
ing forest health.

Better national forest timber management
programs are essential to the proper steward-
ship of the National forests in Colorado and to
the health, condition and structure of the envi-
ronment. Accordingly, I have urged my col-
leagues in the Colorado delegation and the
Chief of the U.S. Forest Service to support
proper timber management tools to ensure
better forest health in Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, the Colorado State Senate has
spent considerable time evaluating the impact
of our National forests on the Colorado econ-
omy. I hereby submit for the record the follow-
ing Resolution adopted by the Colorado State
Legislature.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 97–26—,ADOPTED
BY THE COLORADO LEGISLATURE, 1997

CONCERNING THE SUPPORT OF PROPER TIMBER
HARVESTING AS A MANAGEMENT TOOL TO EN-
SURE BETTER FOREST HEALTH IN COLORADO.
WHEREAS, The health of the national for-

ests in Colorado and the economies of rural
communities are at risk of current national
forest management practices; and

WHEREAS, The threat of fire, insects, and
disease endangers the health, happiness, and
well-being of the citizens of Colorado; and

WHEREAS, Timber programs on national
forests have been almost completely elimi-
nated in Colorado; and

WHEREAS, The proper uses of timber har-
vest as a management tool can effectively
contribute to restoring the health of forests;
and

WHEREAS, The proper use of timber har-
vest as a management tool can help reduce
dangerously high levels of fuels resulting in
the potential of catastrophic fires; and

WHEREAS, Prescribed fires, used without
the complement of timber harvest, often de-
stroy economically viable, renewable re-
sources and violate air quality and visibility
standards; and

WHEREAS, Better national forest timber
programs are essential for proper steward-
ship of Colorado’s forests and improvement
of the health, condition, and structure of the
natural environment; now, therefore.

Be it Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-first
General Assembly of the State of Colorado, the
House of Representatives concurring herein;
That we, the members of the General Assem-
bly, respectfully urge that:

(1) The United States Forest Service Chief
and the Colorado Congressional delegation
support proper timber harvesting as a man-
agement tool to ensure better forest health
in Colorado;

(2) The Colorado Congressional delegation
support the Rocky Mountain Regional For-
ester’s strategy to reverse the decline of for-
est management programs and to reach a
more effective program level by the year
2000; and

(3) The Colorado Congressional delegation
support Congressional efforts to improve ef-
ficiency, effectiveness, and accountability of
national forest management,

Be it further resolved, That copies of this
resolution be transmitted to each member of
Colorado’s Congressional delegation, the
Chief of the United States Forest Service,
and the Rocky Mountain Regional Forester.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Colorado Sen-
ate for adopting Senate Joint Resolution 97–
26 in support of proper timber management to
ensure better forest health in our state. State

and local input into the management of our
public lands is essential to maintain a healthy
forest and thriving economy. I fully support
their recommendations for better state and
local involvement in the planning and imple-
mentation of forest policies. This resolution,
sponsored by Colorado State Senator Don
Ament, enjoys very strong support in Colo-
rado. I thank Senator Ament, and his col-
leagues for their efforts and dedication to the
state. I assure my former colleagues in the
Colorado General Assembly that I will do ev-
erything in my power to improve efficiency, ef-
fectiveness, and accountability in the manage-
ment of our national forests.

In Congress my colleagues and I on the
House Resources Committee and the Sub-
committee on Forests and Forests Health are
working to ensure that the Forest Service and
the Administration hear Colorado’s message
loud and clear. On February 25th, the sub-
committee held oversight hearings on the Ad-
ministration’s roadless area moratorium.
There, county commissioners, forestry experts
and Forest Service officials testified on the
issue of access to our public lands for man-
agement, resources and recreation. The For-
est Service’s new ‘‘no access’’ policy, by con-
servative estimates, will lock up at least 34
million acres of public lands. Once again, the
federal government has proposed a one-size-
fits-all solution in contravention of forest plan-
ning practices that formerly relied on local par-
ticipation and public input.

On March 26th, we will hold an extensive
hearing before the House Resources, Budget
and Appropriations Committees into the oper-
ations, budgeting and management of the For-
est Service. There, with my colleagues, I in-
tend to examine better management alter-
natives and push for positive change. Proper
management of our forests can provide habitat
for our wildlife as well as recreational and eco-
nomic resources for our people.

Colorado Senate Joint Resolution 97–26
serves as a proper basis for congressional
oversight. I commend the document to my col-
leagues and urge their full attention to the
measure.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I wish to recognize
Colorado State Senators, Ken Arnold, Jim
Congrove, Dick Mutzebaugh, Maryanne
Tebedo, and Dave Wattenberg, who joined
Senator Don Ament in sponsoring and promot-
ing Colorado Senate Joint Resolution 98–26.

Thank you Mr. Speaker.
f
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, we have all
come to accept that we now live in a global
society. One remarkable woman who recog-
nized this fact long ago is Judy Mello. I wish
to pay tribute to her today.

Since 1994, Judy has served as President
and CEO of World Learning, an organization
committed to helping develop the knowledge,
skills, and attitudes needed to contribute effec-
tively to international understanding and global
development. World Learning currently runs
over 220 programs in 120 countries, providing
direct program services to more than 300,000
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